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Knobby Knees Competitors with Judge Siobhan Finnegan (center) and judge’s helper Bev Courtnage 

The winners were: first place: Preston McKee; second place: Kevin Hall; third place Rick Cavens: 

 
Coming Events: 

Hogmanay Celebration 
January 5th 2019 

By Amberle Wright 

The Alaskan Scottish Club Clans and Families Group will 
once again be hosting Hogmanay in celebration of the 
New Year. The Scots celebrate the New Year or 
Hogmanay with much revelry and passion.  

What is Hogmanay? 

It is believed that many of the traditional Hogmanay 
celebrations were originally brought to Scotland by the 
invading Vikings in the early 8th and 9th centuries as 
celebrations for the Winter Solstice.  

The message of Hogmanay is to clear out the remains of 
the old year, have a clean break and welcome in a young, 
New Year on a happy note.  

Continued on page 2 

Burns Night 2019 
Invitations are out!  Burns 
Night will be held of January 
19th at the Petroleum Club of 
Anchorage. Invitations have 
been mailed to all club 
members and are available 
at Celtic Treasures. Please 
reply by January 7, as that 

is the day the event will be posted in social media and on 
eventbrite. Last year, when we posted the event, it sold out 
in 3 days, and some club members didn’t get a seat, so 
please register before we post! 

Tables will accommodate 8 guests, you are welcome to fill 
a table, just annotate your guests’ names on your reply 
card to assist with the seating chart.  

A reply form is included on page 4 for your use in making a 
reservation. 



 

Who is Robert Burns? 	
On the 25th of January, Scots around the world come 
together to celebrate the birthday of Robert Burns, 
Scotland's national poet. Robert Burns had a rare talent for 
expressing life through others' shoes and composed some 
of the world's most recognizable lines of poetry and song. 
His words have been cherished and recited for the past 
two centuries, in examples like promising to 'tak a cup o' 
kindness' with our neighbors as the new year bells chime. 	

Born in 1759, Burns lived a short life, dying at the age of 
37 of an illness that, sadly, could have been easily treated 
by modern medicine. In his short life, Burns built a large 
catalogue of literature that has been enjoyed and 
celebrated for over 200 years. His ability to put himself in 
the shoes of those from all walks of life is what makes his 
work so inspiring and relatable to such a large audience. 	

Coming from a humble background, Burns was born to 
poor farm tenant parents and was the oldest of seven 
children. Although the family had money troubles, his 
father still understood the importance of education. Along 
with working on the farm, he made sure that his children 
were still given the opportunity to read and learn. 	

Signs of Robert Burns' talent were clear from a young age. 
At 15, he penned his first love poems. However, it wasn't 
until the age of 27, that he rose to fame, when he 
published his first collection of poetry. 'Poems, Chiefly in 
the Scottish Dialect' is a collection that made a huge 
impression on Edinburgh's literary elite, propelling Burns to 
celebrity status. In his personal life, Burns married Jean 
Armour and together they had nine children.  

Hogmanay, continued from page 1 
Christmas was not celebrated as a festival and was 
virtually banned in Scotland for around 400 years, from the 
end of the 17th century to the 1950s. The reason for this 
dates back to the years of Protestant Reformation, when 
the Kirk proclaimed Christmas as a Popish or Catholic 
feast, and as such was banned. 

So, right up until the 1950s, many Scots worked over 
Christmas and celebrated their winter solstice holiday at 
New Year when family and friends would gather for a party 
and to exchange presents which came to be known as 
hogmanays. 

What do you "do" for Hogmanay? 

There are several traditions and superstitions that should 
be taken care of before midnight on the 31st December: 
these include cleaning the house, taking out the ashes 
from the fire, and to clear all your debts before “the bells” 
sound midnight.  

Immediately after midnight, it is traditional to sing Robert 
Burns‘ “Auld Lang Syne”.  

“Should auld acquaintance be forgot and never brought to 
mind? 

Should auld acquaintance be forgot and auld lang syne 

For auld lang syne, my dear, for auld lang syne, 
We’ll take a cup o kindness yet, for auld lang syne.” 

An integral part of the Hogmanay party, which is continued 
with equal enthusiasm today, is to welcome friends and 
strangers with warm hospitality and of course lots of 
Scotch. 

“First footing” (or the “first foot” in the house after midnight) 
is still common across Scotland. To ensure good luck for 
the house the first foot should be a dark male, and he 
should bring with him symbolic pieces of coal, shortbread, 
salt, coin, and a wee dram of whisky. The dark male bit is 
believed to be a throwback to the Viking days, when a big 
blonde stranger arriving on your door step with a big axe 
meant big trouble, and probably not a very happy New 
Year! 

 
First footing gifts laid out for Hogmanay 

At many Hogmanay Celebrations, there are  firework 
displays and torchlight processions. 

The festivities would also include the lighting of bonfires 
and tossing torches. Animal hide wrapped around sticks 
and ignited produced a smoke that was believed to be very 
effective in warding off evil spirits: this smoking stick was 
also known as a Hogmanay.  

For time and location, visit their Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/events/793604191032065/?ti=a
s  



 

Scottish Americans in WWI: 

America’s Great War 
Highlanders  

By R.J. MacDonald 

The mornings were cold in November 1917, so it’s easy to 
imagine the scene- Her Majesty’s Troopship Canada 
arrives at Liverpool docks, England. Soon lines of soldiers, 
burdened down with kit and rifles, are disembarking down 
the gangplanks. They form up into ranks, glad to be on dry 
land again, and with a nod from their commanding officer 
to the pipe major, the drone of bagpipes tuning up carries 
through the still air. Then, to the command of, “By the right, 
Quick March!” the men of the 236th MacLean Kilties of 
America march smartly away from the docks to the sound 
of their own pipes and drums. America’s Great War 
Highlanders had arrived.  

 
WWI Recruiting poster 1916 

Americans serving in the Canadian Forces were 
commonplace during WWI. Three battalions, the 97th, 
211th and 213th, all designated ‘American Legion’, had 
been raised and deployed to France. But the 236th 
Battalion was special- it wore kilts. It was the brainchild of 
a Canadian- Lieutenant Colonel Percy Guthrie. While lying 
wounded in France, he heard a Scottish battalion passing 
by, pipes and drums leading the way. At that moment he 
resolved to raise a battalion of Highlanders. On return 
home to Canada, he gained official support and in May 
1916, the 236th New Brunswick Kilties (MacLean 
Highlanders) were raised. Needing men to fill its ranks, 
Guthrie’s gaze quickly turned to New England following 
America’s entry into the war. With a quick change of name 

and cap badges, the 236th MacLean Kilties of America 
appealed to Scots-Americans from Maine to Boston for 
recruits and within eleven days the Highland battalion had 
over-filled its ranks (The MacLean Kilties by Ian MacLean). 

Having arrived in Great Britain, the battalion trained hard, 
under the expert eyes of its officers and non-
commissioned officers- all veterans of the Western Front. 
In March 1918, they deployed to France. A cruel blow 
awaited them. Despite vehement protests, the battalion 
was effectively split into three to feed the constant need for 
re-enforcements. The Canadians from New Brunswick 
were allowed to join the New Brunswick Regiment. The 
rest, including the Scots-Americans, were divided between 
the Royal Highlanders of Canada and the Seaforth 
Highlanders of Canada, in which they would go on to fight 
in every major battle for the remainder of the war, suffering 
553 casualties, (Percy Guthrie and the MacLean Kilties by 
Paul Belliveau).  

In 2006 a memorial plaque to the 236th MacLean Kilties of 
America was unveiled at their old headquarters building in 
Fredericton, New Brunswick. A memorial to all Americans 
who fought in the Canadian Forces during WWI was 
dedicated in 1927 at Arlington National Cemetery; the 
pipes and drums of the 48th Highlanders of Canada 
played at the ceremony.  

RJ MacDonald RJ MacDonald’s WWI historical novel, A 
Distant Field, was released on November 11th, 2018. The 
first in a series, it follows Stuart and Ross McReynolds, 
Scots-Americans who survive the sinking of the Lusitania. 
Together with four Irishmen, a Canadian, and a young 
English officer, they join Scotland’s Seaforth Highlanders 
and head towards the bloody battlefields of WWI. For more 
details please visit www.rjmacdonald.scot or 
www.facebook.com/rjmacdonald.scot.  

November Board Meeting 
Minutes 

By Lisa Caress-Beu, ASC Secretary 

Meeting was held at the Petroleum Club of Anchorage on 
Novemebr 12th  at 6 p.m. 

Attendance: Joan Massart-Paden, Jeni McDaniel, Rod 
Finkle, Lisa Caress-Beu, Meg Voss, Becky Bartles, Cathy 
Steen-by phone 

Absent: Ron Norris, Christina Johnson 

Guest: Vera Crews 

Call to order:6:00pm 

Approval of the Minutes: Minutes were approved 
unanimously. 

Treasurer’s report: No report as Ron Norris is absent 

Committee Reports: 

Alaska Highland Games –Jeni presented. She will 
continue as the lead for the Games Committee for 2019 
Games.  The first of the planning committee for the Games 
will be Wednesday, November 28.  



 
Jeni reported on the Conference that she and Joan 
attended in Myrtle Beach. They learned a lot and got great 
ideas for next year’s Games. They were pleased that 
many people knew about the Alaska Games and wanted 
to attend in the future. We have a great reputation! 

Jeni presented the ASHG 2019 Budget that she and Cathy 
Steen prepared. She discussed the plan to bring up an 
equal number of female and male pro-athletes next year. 
Rod moved to accept the budget, Cathy 2nd and the motion 
passed unanimously.  

St. Andrew’s Night- Scheduled for November 24, 2018 at 
the PCA. Tickets will be available this week at Celtic 
Treasures and on Eventbrite. 

Budget for this event has increased due to cost increases 
by the PCA. Budget was $2700 but the committee would 
like that increased to $3700.00.  Joan presented next 
year’s budget. Rod moved to accept the budget, Meg 
seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.  

Burn’s Night: January 19, 2019 is reserved at the PCA. 
Cathy and Rod are working with the PCA to get the costs 
within budget!!! 

Membership:  We are currently at 165 members! There 
are some issues about people paying for their membership 
through the Club’s PayPal and Joan is not getting notified. 
She will discuss with Ron. 

Thistle:   Will be out on December 1, 2018.  All information 
for the Thistle should be submitted by November 29th.  As 
always, thank you to Cathy Steen for keeping members 
informed of club activities! 

Website- Ron Norris was absent. No report. 

Scholarship Committee: Nothing to report 

Old Business: 

Annual General Membership Meeting: February 24, 
2019 at the Moose Lodge. Meg and Lisa will take care of 
the tea and refreshments. 

Approval of Policy #8: Rod Finkle presented the policy 
language for recognition of death of club members.  The 
club secretary will send a card to the family of deceased 
members when we are notified. 

Club Logo: Rod presented a document describing and 
picturing the ASC logo in color and in black and white that 
shows the official club logo that is to be used in any ASC 
print. This document should go into each of the director’s 
binders. Meg said that we should add prohibited use of 
logo language on the website. The website should house 
the logo as well. 

New Business:  

Cathy Steen feels that the Director’s binders need to be 
updated, so all directors are asked to bring their binder to 
the December meeting on December 17th.  

Next Meeting:  December 17, 2018 at 6pm at the PCA.  

Adjournment – Jeni moved, Meg seconded that the 
meeting be adjourned at 6:52pm. Approved. 

Scholarship Program 
The Alaskan Scottish Club has a scholarship program that 
provides scholarships for children and adults to attend in 
or out of state training and workshops, and also to attend 
in-state post-secondary education. See our website at 
www.alaksascottish.org for the scholarship application and 
policies. 
 

   
 

 

RSVP Card – ROBERT BURNS DINNER - 2019	
Name _____________________________________	
E-mail address______________________________   Tel # ______________________________________	
 
I have enclosed my 2019 club membership dues:	
 
$15 Individual ( ) or $30 Family ( ) Total $_______  or I have already paid my 2019 dues ( )	
 
( ) I will have ____ 2019 member guest(s) at $65 each:  Total $________	
 
( ) l will have ____ non-member guest(s) at $70 each:  Total $________	
[Tables accommodate 8 guests]	

Total enclosed $________	
 
Meal Choice (select for each guest):  
____ Prime Rib  ____ Alaskan Salmon  ____ Haggis  ____ Vegetarian	
 
( ) My check is enclosed. 
 
Mail to: Cathy Steen, Burns Co-chair, 23622 Greatland Drive, Chugiak, AK, 99567 
 
To pay by credit card, call Cathy at (907) 440-6540	

PLEASE PRINT THE NAMES OF YOUR GUESTS ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS CARD.	
To guarantee a seat, RSVP by 7 January 



 

 

Contact Information for Alaska Pipe Bands: 

Fairbanks Red Hackle Pipe Band 
P.O. 82782 
Fairbanks, Alaska 
www.fairbanksredhacklepipeband.org 

Trinity Pipe Band     Meets Tuesday, 6 pm                                                     
Trinity Presbysterian Church                                          
Contact: Danny Koch @ 907.230.6430 
Email: pipeband@trinityceltic.org  

Alaska Celtic Pipes & Drums  
Every Friday 5 pm & 7 pm 
Eagle River Presbyterian Church 
 www.alaskacelticpipesdrums.org 

Anchorage Scottish Pipe Band 
Meets on Monday from 6:00 – 8:00 
Lutheran Church of Hope, 1847 W. Northern Lights 
Find us on Facebook 

Crow Creek Pipes & Drums  
Every Saturday, 9 am – beginners, 10 am – band  
First Congregational Church 
http://crowcreekpd.com/  

Anchorage Firefighters Pipe and Drum Band 
Contact on Facebook: 

Anchorage Fire Fighters Pipe & Drum Band 

City of Juneau Pipe Band 
Juneau, Alaska  
www.cityofjuneaupipeband.org 

Pipe bands – to update your information, please 
contact Cathy Steen at csteen@gci.net 

Scottish Club Supporters 

 
Joan	Massart-Paden,	CAS	

907-229-0022		Email:	adstrategies@icoud.com 

Celtic Treasures 
Unique Gifts from Scotland & Ireland 

Lisa Caress Beu 
4240 Old Seward Hwy. #2   Anchorage, AK 

Corner of Old Seward & Tudor 
333-2358  Email – celtictreasures@acsalaska.net 

 
Custom maps and graphics – (907) 561-4627 

Mapmakers.com 
 

Brown Bear Shrink Wrap & Self Storage  
We Shrink Wrap Anything 

1341 E. 70th Avenue Anchorage, Alaska Phone 344-2158 
Fax 344-2148 Cell 351-8881 

aknaturalstonecraft@yahoo.com 

 

AK Natural Stone Craft 
Quality Custom Granite & Marble Design 

RafalMarkiewicz 
1341 E. 70th Avenue, Anchorage, AK  99518 

Phone: 907.344.2158         Cell:  907.351.8881 
aknaturalstonecraft@yahoo.com 

 

Siobhan Finnegan prepares to judge 
the knobby knees competition with 

assistant Bev Courtnage 



 

The Tundra Thistle, the newsletter of the Alaskan Scottish Club, is 
published approximately 11 times each year. Subscription is by 
membership to the Alaskan Scottish Club. Send Articles for 
publication, membership information, and advertising rate inquiries 
to:  

Editor, Tundra Thistle, Alaskan Scottish Club, Inc. 
P.O. Box 244416Anchorage, AK 99524-4416 

Thanks to our contributors for the December Thistle: Joan Massart-
Paden, Amberle Wright & Lisa Caress-Beu. Photos by Natalie Novik 

Alaskan Scottish Club 
Board of Directors 

Joan Massart-Paden    President 907-229-0022  
Rod Finkle VP  finkle@arctic.net 
Lisa Caress-Beu Secretary   info@celtictreasuresak.com 
Ron Norris Treasurer ronldnorris@gmail.com 
Cathy Steen Thistle ed. csteen@gci.net 
Jeni McDaniel   jenimmcd@icloud.com 
Christina Johnson   sharkictc@yahoo.com 
Meg Voss   mediagirl52@gmail.com 
Becky Bartles   becky.bartles@gmail.com 

The Alaskan Scottish Club is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) entity and can 
accept cash and services. Cash donations are welcome at any time 
of the year. For those with corporate matching programs, we are 
eligible for those funds. You can contact the Board of Directors at 
the above address with questions.facebook and instagram: 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/AlaskanScottish (Club Page) 
www.facebook.com/alaskashg (Highland Games page) 

Instagram: www.instagram.com/alaskanscottish 

Club Calendar 
Alaska Scottish Club Board Meeting 

December 17, 2018, 6:00 p.m. 
Petroleum Club of Anchorage 

Burns Night 
Saturday -  January 19, 2019  

Petroleum Club of Anchorage 

Hogmaney Celebration 
January 5, 2019   Location:  TBA 

Annual General Membership Meeting  (AGM) 
February 24, 2019  Moose Lodge 

2019 Alaska Scottish Highland Games 
Alaska State Fairgrounds 

June 29, 2019 

 

 

Alaskan Scottish Club 
PO Box 24-4416 
Anchorage, AK 99524 
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Dues ($30 for family or $15 for an individual) may be sent to: Alaskan Scottish Club, Inc.  P.O. Box 244416 
Anchorage, AK 99524-4416 or visit www.alaskascottish.org and pay dues via Paypal. 

 

NOTE: Thistle information gratefully received at all 
times. However, to make the monthly deadline, 
please submit by the 25th. Send to Cathy at 
csteen@gci.net. 


